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The course is administrated by
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Type of course

The course is part of the Joint Nordic Master's programme in Environmental Law (NOMPEL),
cf. Education plan with regulations for the Joint Nordic Master Programme in Environmental
Law.

Only students admitted to the Joint Nordic Master’s programme in Environmental Law
(NOMPEL) may register for this course.

Course contents

The course y v
eeesystems-focuses on_marine_environmental law _and the sustalnable use of Ilvmg marine
resources.

The—courselt provides an overview ever-of the interaction between the international law of the
sea and environmental law, looking in particular at kev sources of aﬂﬁ#eﬁfe;&m-depthﬁtudws
marine pollution, climate change,

resoureesthe protection of biodiversity in areas within and beyond national jurisdiction, and the
conservation and management of marine living resources.-

The course gives a general introduction to the international law of the sea with an overview of
the different maritime zones, and States’ main rights and responsibilities. It provides an
overview of the general duty to protect and preserve the marine environment and examines
the requlation of key sources of marine pollution, including in relation to climate change.

m&emaﬂeﬁai—eeﬂrts—aﬁd—&rbuﬁaki—lt covers the conservat|on and sustalnable use of marine

biological diversity of areas within and beyond national jurisdiction, including under the new
BBNJ Agreement. It furthermore specifically examines the conservation of living marine




resources, which is an element in the protection and preservation of the marine environment,
and States’ rights and responsibilities to that effect.

The course takes an international law approach but uses case studies on regional

implementationwit—-have—a—+regionalfeoeus, providing students a special insight in the legal
frameworks appllcable in the North east AtIantlc/Arctlc Ocean Fhe—Aretie—region—is

The course covers the following topics:

e An introduction to_the international law of the sea with a general overview of the
different maritime zones (internal waters, territorial sea, archipelagic waters,
contiguous zone, exclusive economic zone (EEZ), continental shelf, high seas and the
Area).

e The general obligations under the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea and customary
international law to protect and preserve the marine environment.

e The interaction between the law of the sea and relevant eereepts—rules and principles
of |nternat|onal enwronmental law. Mﬁﬂétfdes—th&preeatWraFy—apﬁmaeh—Hee

and—marme—preteeted—a%eas—
e Global and regional legal frameworks for the sustairable—dseconservation and
managemen t of marlne living resources—mth—a#eebs—eﬁ—wrtefnatmai—ta»«f—gevefmﬁg

e Implementation of the legal obligations for sustainable use of living marine resources
by regional fisheries bodies in the North-east Atlantic/Arctic Ocean.
o Legal-developments—econeerningThe protection of marine biodiversity in areas beyond
national jurisdiction-{the-BBNIprocess-, including the new BBNJ Agreement.
o Challenges—Key challenges for the protection and preservation of the marine

environmentinternationat-tegal-gevernance-of-the-oceans-inthe-context-of,_-including
cllmate change %n—paFtremar—th&eequeLleeksameﬁaspeets%f—eHma%&ehange%

Objective of the course
Knowledge:

Having passed the exam, the student shall have acquired:

e Advanced knowledge er-of the various maritime zones and their legal status

e Advanced knowledge er-of the international legal regime urderthe UN-Conventionon
the-taw-of-the-Sea-for the protection and preservation of the marine environment

aFeeess%Advanced knowledqe of the dlfferent qual frameworks governing the

conservation and management of marine living resources




¢ Specialized insight into the protection of marine biological diversity in areas beyond
national jurisdiction

e Specialized insight into the regulation of marine living resources in the North-east
Atlantic/Arctic Ocean

Skills:
Having passed the exam, the student is able to:

e g4se-analyse and interpret different sources of information to structure and formulate

sehelarly—and-practiealtheir arguments and to eritieathy-discuss a-key environmental
challenges to the oceanspreblem from different perspectives

*-appty ga

e identify and eriticatly—interpretinterpret the relevant sources of law for the protection
and preservation of the marine environmentfer—different—aspects—ef—marine

e identify and discuss the international and regional legal frameworks governing the
conservation and management of marine living resources

o identify—and—anabyze—critically evaluate eritically—the structural—and—issue-speeifie
shortcomings of the current legal frameworks_in light of new challenges

e use relevant methods for research in an independent manner

ecarry out a limited research paper in accordance with applicable norms for research

ethics

General competence:
Having passed the exam, the student:

e can apply and transfer the acquired knowledge to new legal questions and scenarios

e can communicate effectively, both orally and in writing on legal questions concerning
the protection of the marine environment

e knows how to engage in a scholarly legal argument both in discussions and in written
form

e knows how to find relevant academic sources and engages in independent desktop
research

e knows how to fermulaterelevantresearch-questions,—structures—and-writes a scholarly

Language of instruction
English

Teaching methods



This course uses interactive and dynamic teaching methods. The course will consist of both
lectures and seminars comprising a total of 30 hours. Guest lectures may be included as an
addition.

Students are expected to participate actively during the lectures and seminars. Students must
be prepared for lectures and seminars by studying the corresponding literature of the
curriculum._For seminars in particular, students are required to prepare answers to questions

before class ready to discuss in the group, and can be requested to give short oral presentations
on a given topic.

Students should study independently in periods when there are no lectures or seminars.

Date for examination
XXX

The date for the exam can be changed. The final date will be announced at your faculty early
in May and early in November.

More info about the coursework requirements

The students admitted to the NOMPEL programme are required to hand in a research paper
and have it accepted as adequate before they can take the exam. The research paper shall
not exceed 10 pages_ (including footnotes, excluding bibliography and table of
contents). The theme of the research paper will be provided by the Faculty.

In assessing whether the research paper is approved, the following criteria will be used:

e The students’ ability to find relevant literature and discuss one or more legal research
questions, applying a sound methodological approach, and referencing appropriately

e The students’ ability to use legal sources critically and independently

e The students’ ability to structure, present, and communicate legal arguments in a clear
and precise manner

Students failing the research paper are entitled to a second attempt.



